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Zakat on the Financial Rights of a Participant
in aHousing Project

MUHAMMAD ZUHAILI
Professor at the Faculty of Shariah
Damascus University, Damascus, Syria

ABSTRACT. This brief paper discusses whether the participant in a housing
project is subject to pay zakat. It concludes that the participant himself, and not
the association administering the project, is indeed required to pay zakat. The
participant must pay zakat until he is clearly assigned (or has legally obtained)
a specific house in the project. From then on, he is no longer liable to zakat,
because a house for own use is not subject to zakat. If the participant however
had from the beginning the intention of using the house for trade, then the
house would be subject to zakat as anitem for trade.
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